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Truro  Rural  District  Council 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
for  the  year  ending,  31st  Decennber,  1950 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  in  the  Truro  Rural  District 
during  1950. 

The  general  health  of  the  population  during  the  year  was 
good.  The  Death  Rate  at  10*5  per  thousand  of  population  was 
considerably  below  that  for  the  whole  country  and  the  Infant 
Mortality  Rate  at  20’5  per  thousand  live  births  was  equally 
satisfactory. 

The  outstanding  feature  of  the  year  was  the  great  advance 
made  in  the  provision  of  rural  water  supplies.  Piped  supplies  were 
provided  for  the  large  villages  of  Newlyn  and  Tresillian,  a  very 
substantial  start  was  made  on  the  Ladock  and  South  East  water 
scheme  and  the  plans  for  a  supply  to  the  Western  portion  of  the 
District  had  reached  an  advanced  stage.  Plans  for  sewage  disposal 
are  under  discussion  and  it  is  hoped  that  main  drainage  for  all  areas 
with  piped  water  supplies  will  not  be  long  delayed. 

I  should  like  to  express  here  my  appreciation  of  the 
consideration  and  help  afforded  to  me  by  the  Chairman  and 
members  of  the  Health  Committee  and  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Bennett 
and  his  staff  for  their  loyal  co-operation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant 

V.  E.  WHITMAN 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area,  acres 

108,316 

Parishes 

24 

Population 

27,370 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

9,250 

Rateable  value 

^*84,563 

Product  of  penny  rate 

;^354/l7/3 

Number  of  families  on  housing  list 

544 

Number  of  houses  built  since  1945 

206 

Number  of  houses  under  construction 

52 

Live  Births 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Males  164  Females  178 

Registrar  General’s  Area  Comparability  Factor 
Birth  rate,  per  1,000  population,  Truro  Rural  District 
Birth  rate,  per  1,000  population,  England  and  Wales 


Total  342 

1.10 

13.7 

15.8 


Still  Births 

Males  5  Females  3  Total  8 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  births,  Truro  Rural  District  22.7 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  births,  England  and  Wales  22.9 


Deaths 


Males  176  Females  202  Total  378 

Registrar  General’s  Area  Comparability  Factor  0.76 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population,  Truro  Rural  District  10.5 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population,  England  and  Wales  11.6 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  Year 

Males  3  Females  4  Total  7 

Infant  Mortality  Rate,  per  1,000  live  births, 

Truro  Rural  District  20.5 

,,  „  „  „  „  ,,  „  England  and  Wales  29.8 
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ANALYSIS  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

1948 

1949 

1950 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

— 

1 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  System 

•  • 

8 

11 

9 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

1 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

— 

— 

1 

Influenza 

1 

1 

5 

Measles 

— 

• — 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis 

— 

1 

2 

Acute  Inf.  Encephalitis 

-  •  • 

■ — 

1 

— 

Cancer 

52 

62 

57 

Diabetes 

1 

— 

8 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 

34 

35 

39 

Heart  Diseases 

•  •  f 

108 

125 

142 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulation 

6 

13 

11 

Bronchitis 

10 

11 

15 

Pneumonia 

13 

13 

13 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

11 

12 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

2 

3 

2 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years 

— 

1 

— 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

3 

9 

2 

Nephritis 

10 

4 

6 

Maternal  Causes 

2 

— 

— 

Premature  Births 

3 

3 

2 

Congenital  Malformation,  Birth  Injuries, 

etc. 

6 

10 

1 

Suicide 

1 

5 

1 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

3 

5 

1 

Other  Violent  Causes 

8 

9 

4 

All  Other  Causes 

44 

36 

57 

330 

375 

378 

DEATHS  IN  AGE  GROUPS 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  1  year 

3 

3 

6 

1  —  4  years 

— 

3 

3 

5-14  „ 

— 

2 

3 

15—24  „ 

3 

1 

4 

25—44  „ 

3 

6 

9 

45—64  „ 

40 

35 

75 

95-74  „ 

49 

47 

96 

Over  65  ,, 

77 

105 

182 

176 

202 

378 
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It  will  be  noted  that  almost  one  half  of  all  the  deaths  were  of 
persons  over  75  years  of  age  and  nearly  three  quarters  of  the  total 
were  over  65  years  of  age.  It  is  this  which  makes  discussion  of  the 
analysis  of  causes  of  death  difficult.  The  true  cause  of  two  out  of 
every  three  deaths  was  probably  “old  age”  but  unfortunately  “old 
age”  is  not  officially  admitted  as  a  cause  of  death.  Thus  of  the  142 
deaths  from  “heart  disease”  66  were  in  the  over  75  group  and 
another  23  were  in  the  65 — 74  group  and  there  were  no  deaths  from 
this  cause  under  the  age  of  45  years.  This  indicates  that  true  heart 
disease  is  nothing  like  so  common  as  the  table  of  causes  of  death 
would  suggest. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICE 
(a)  Clinics 

Attendance  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  showed  a  falling  off 
on  1949.  This  may  have  been  due  to  the  fact  that  many  parents 
find  the  Health  Visitor’s  home  visits  adequate  for  their  needs. 
More  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  educational  possibilities  of  the 
clinics  and  less  to  the  supply  of  cheap  infant  foods  which  seemed  to 
be  the  sole  reason  for  many  attendances  in  the  past. 


St.  Agnes 

1949 

23  sessions 

571  attendances 

Perranporth 

23  „ 

573 

Grampound  Road 

22  „ 

523 

Perranwell 

23  „ 

536 

St.  Agnes 

1950 

23  sessions 

476  attendances 

Perranporth 

24  „ 

455 

Grampound  Road 

23  „ 

523 

Perranwell 

22  „ 

529 

(b)  Ambulance  Service 

35  cases  were  attended  by  the  St. 

Agnes  County  Centre 

Ambulance  during  the  year.  The  district  is  well  served  by 
ambulance  and  utilecons  based  on  Truro,  Falmouth  and  Redruth. 

(c)  Home  Helps 

The  establishment  of  Home  Helps  for  the  Rural  District  was 
increased  from  3  to  6  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  Help  was  also 
given  by  staff  from  the  County  pool. 

(d)  After-Care 

Grants  of  free  extra  nourishment  were  made  to  16  sufferers 
from  Tuberculosis  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Chest  Physician. 

(e)  Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  in  Truro  examined  and  reported 
on  112  samples  of  ice  cream  and  61  samples  of  water  during  1950. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Other  than  a  slightly  increased  incidence  of  Whooping  Cough 
in  October  and  November  there  was  no  epidemic  during  1950. 
There  was  one  case  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  in  Mylor  parish,  a  young 
schoolboy  who  almost  certainly  got  his  infection  in  Falmouth.  The 
increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Pneumonia  was  due  to  higher 
incidence  throughout  the  year 


1st  quarter 
2nd  quarter 
3rd  quarter 
4th  quarter 


15  cases 
12  cases 
15  cases 
11  cases 


None  of  these  patients  died.  The  deaths  stated  to  be  due  to 
Pneumonia  in  the  analysis  of  causes  of  deaths  were  actually  due  to 
old  age  in  most  cases  and  in  the  remainder  the  pneumonia  was 
secondary  to  some  other  disease. 


Age  Scarlet  Whooping  ,,  ,  Acute 

Group  Fever  Cough  Poliomyelitis 


0-1 

1-2 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1 

1 

M 

F 

1 

_ 

2 

8 

1 

_ 

_ 

3-4 

3 

1 

12 

11 

3 

1 

— 

— 

5-9 

2 

7 

22 

25 

2 

1 

1 

— 

10-14 

1 

1 

— 

6 

2 

1 

— 

— 

15-24 

— 

1 

- — 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

25  + 

— 

— — 

1 

3 

■ - 

— 

— 

— 

7  10 

39  54  9 

6  1 

— - 

Totals  17 

93 

15 

1 

Age 

Group 

Acute 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

M 

F 

M 

F 

F 

0-4 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5-14 

9 

5 

— 

— 

— 

15-44 

8 

10 

1 

— 

2 

45-64 

3 

6 

— 

— 

— - 

65  4- 

4 

5 

1 

— 

— 

26 

27 

2 

— 

2 

Totals  53  2  2 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Once  again  there  was  no  case  of  Diphtheria  in  the  District. 
During  the  year  273  children  under  5  years  of  age  were  immunised 
against  the  disease,  i.e.  nearly  67%  of  the  number  of  births  in  1949. 
This  represents  a  falling  off  from  the  high  standard  reached  in 
previous  years. 

In  addition  77  children  over  5  years  of  age  were  immunised  for 
the  first  time  and  934  were  given  booster  doses. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  estimated  that  1,187,  or  86%,  of 
all  the  children  in  the  District  between  the  ages  of  15  months  and 
15  years  had  been  given  protection  against  the  disease. 

Smallpox 

There  were  no  cases  of  smallpox. 

The  numbers  protected  by  vaccination  against  smallpox 
continue  to  fall.  Only  39  infants  out  of  342  born  during  the  year 
were  vaccinated.  112  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  and  15 
older  persons  were  also  vaccinated  for  the  first  time.  59  re¬ 
vaccinations  were  also  done. 


Tuberculosis 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

AGE  PERIODS 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0  + 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

1—  4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—14 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—24 

8 

5 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—34 

5 

2 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

35—44 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— _ 

— 

45—54 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55—64 

6 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

65  + 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

27 

22 

— 

3 

7 

2 

— 

— 

Totals 


40 


The  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  on  the  register  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was  127  respiratory  and  33  non-respiratory.  This 
represents  an  incidence  of  5.9  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  against 
an  incidence  of  6  per  1,000  for  the  whole  of  the  county. 
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Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  for  year  ending 
31st  December,  1950. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.  Water  Supply 

(a)  Main  Supplies.  St.  Mawes  and  Mitchell,  and  the  parishes  of 
St.  Agnes  and  Perranzabuloe,  are  provided  by  the  Council  with  a 
chlorinated  piped  water  supply. 

During  the  year  the  Perranzabuloe  undertaking  has  been 
extended  by  a  main  to  supply  the  parish  of  Cubert,  and  water 
has  been  made  available  to  residents  in  that  area. 

A  terrace  of  6  houses  and  an  adjacent  holiday  camp  at  Perran 
Sands  have  been  connected  to  the  mains  by  a  500  yard  extension  of 
ij'  galvanised  pipe.  Previously  these  properties  were  dependent 
upon  a  deep  well  which  was  not  always  satisfactory. 

At  NewJyn  East  the  new  mains,  commenced  by  the  Council’s 
Contractors  in  1949,  began  supplying  water  to  the  villagers  in 
November  1950.  The  water  is  brought  in  bulk  from  Newquay 
Water  Company,  and  houses  are  rapidly  connecting  up. 

St.  Agnes.  750  yards  of  3'  main  were  laid  from  Peterville 
to  Wheal  Kitty. 

Tresiliian.  The  Truro  Water  Company  extended  their  main 
to  the  Wheel  Inn,  in  the  centre  of  the  village.  At  this  point  the 
Council  buy  water  in  bulk  from  the  Company,  and  have  themselves 
laid  approximately  400  yards  of  pipe  to  carry  the  water  on  to  the 
eastern  end  of  the  village. 

St.  Just-in-Roseland.  Over  6,000  yards  of  main  were  laid, 
4,188  yards  of  which  were  6"  pipes  put  down  to  replace  the  old 
flying  main. 

(b)  Other  Sources. 

The  remainder  of  the  District  except  for  a  few  villages  with 
small  unchlorinated  piped  supplies,  depends  upon  springs  or  wells, 
often  of  poor  quality  and  yield.  There  are  also  quite  a  number  of 
houses,  especially  in  the  Croft  Handy  area,  which  depend  upon 
rainwater  caught  in  tanks  or  barrels,  and  the  Council  have  at  times 
to  carry  water  to  districts  where  the  normal  supply  has  failed. 

At  Devoran  conditions  remain  unchanged.  The  negotiations 
which  the  Council  entered  into  with  the  owners  to  acquire  the 
scheme,  as  mentioned  in  the  1949  Report,  came  to  nothing,  it  being 
found  impossible  to  agree  terms. 
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<c)  Quality  and  Sufficiency. 

Monthly  samples  are  taken  from  the  Council’s  chlorinated 
supplies  for  bacteriological  analysis,  and  the  Analyst’s  reports  have 
been  satisfactory.  St.  Mawes  water  is  liable  to  give  cause  for 
concern  in  times  of  drought,  and  it  will  be  a  relief  when  the  new 
source  of  supply  at  Ladock  becomes  available. 

The  Perranzabuloe  supply  has  been  consistently  good 
bacteriologically,  but  there  has  been  discolouration  due  to  the  high 
iron  content  of  the  water  from  Treamble  shaft  which  was  brought 
into  use  this  year.  Filtration  plant  to  deal  with  this  is  on  order, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  delivery  difficulties  will  not  persist  for 
long.  Constructional  work  at  Mount  and  Treamble  continued 
throughout  the  year  for  the  purpose  of  augmenting  the  supply  in 
Perranzabuloe  and  supplying  Cubert. 

The  St.  George’s  Hill  area  continues  to  have  an  intermittent 
supply  at  periods  of  peak  demand  in  the  summer. 

A  public  inquiry  was  held  into  the  Council’s  proposal  to 
purchase  the  pumping  station  at  Blowing  House.  The  purchase 
was  approved  and  subsequently  completed. 

Samples  of  water  are  taken  periodically  from  various  points 
about  the  District,  and  a  number  of  parish  wells  have  been  opened 
up  and  cleansed.  Notices  warning  consumers  to  boil  the  water 
have  been  fixed  where  the  supply  is  known  to  be  of  unsatisfactory 
quality. 

(d)  Schemes  in  Hand. 

(i)  Ghacewater  Scheme, 

Plans  for  this  scheme  are  well  advanced,  and  experimental 
work  carried  out  at  the  Wheal  Daniell  shaft,  Chacewater  has  proved 
satisfactory.  The  proposal  is  to  take  water  from  this  shaft  for 
distribution  in  pipes  through  the  parishes  of  Chacewater,  Kea, 
Feock,  Perranarworthal,  Gwennap  and  Kenwyn,  and  it  is  hoped  to 
get  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  approval  next  year.  When  completed, 
this  scheme  should  satisfy  a  very  great  need  in  an  area  of  which 
large  portions  have  for  long  had  to  put  up  with  primitive  conditions 
so  far  as  water  is  concerned. 

(ii)  Ladock  and  South  East  parts  of  the  District. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  work  had  started  from  both  the  St. 
Mawes  and  Ladock  extremities  of  this  scheme,  and  2  miles  of  main 
had  been  laid.  The  complete  scheme  will  involve  the  laying  of 
29.5  miles  of  pipe. 

The  trunk  main  being  laid  from  Ladock  almost  to  St.  Mawes 
will  be  approximately  12  miles  long,  and  a  good  piped  water  supply 
will  eventually  be  available  to  the  villages  of  Ladock,  Grampound 
Road,  Probus,  Tregoney,  Veryan,  Portloe,  Gerrans  and  Portscatho, 
together  with  adjacent  areas.  St.  Mawes  mains  will  be  linked  with 
the  new  supply. 


10 


(e)  New  Connections  and  Maintenance  Work. 

During  the  year  under  review,  new  tappings  and  renewals  of 
defective  communication  pipes  have  been  carried  out  by,  or  under 
the  supervision  of,  the  Council’s  Water  Engineers  as  follows  :■ — 


PARISH 

New  tappings  and 
communication  pipes 

Defective  commun¬ 
ication  pipes 
renewed 

Perranzabuloe 

19 

31 

St.  Agnes 

21 

15 

Newlyn  East 

80 

— 

Cubert 

23 

— 

Mylor 

23 

— 

St.  Just-in-Roseland 
(St.  Mawes) 

6 

1 

Other  Parishes 

13 

— 

Total 

185 

47 

The  approximate  number  of  dwellinghouses  and  population 
provided  with  a  supply  from  local  authority  undertakings  is  as 
follows  : — 


Direct  to  Houses 

By  means  of  Standpipe  ' 

Parish 

No.  of 
Dwelling 
Houses 

No. 
of  the 
Population 

No.  of 
Dwelling 
Houses 

No. 
of  the 
Population 

St.  Agnes 

1,168 

3,550 

179 

477 

St.  Clements 

25 

100 

— 

— 

Cubert 

28 

102 

— 

— 

St.  Just-in-Roseland 
( St.  Mawes) 

356 

1,140 

— 

— 

Kea 

77 

287 

— 

— 

Kenwyn 

24 

96 

— 

— 

Mylor 

262 

808 

— 

— 

Newlyn  East 

112 

402 

— 

— 

Perranzabuloe 

847 

2,565 

35 

120 

11 


2.  Sewerage. 


No  major  work  was  carried  out  in  1950,  and  none  of  the  village 
schemes  referred  to  in  previous  reports  have  made  much  progress. 
There  is,  however,  reason  to  believe  that  plans  for  the  most  urgent 
of  them  (Goonhavern  and  Blackwater  for  example)  will  be  presented 
to  the  Council  next  year,  and  it  is  hoped  that  circumstances 
beyond  the  Council’s  control  will  not  then  delay  these  projects 
much  longer. 

At  Portschatho  a  sewer  extension  was  laid  across  the  rocks  to 
the  sea,  terminating  at  a  point  below  low  water  mark.  140  feet  of 
lO  '  pipe  was  used  for  this  work  which  had  to  be  done  betwet  n  tides. 

An  old  and  defective  highway  drain  at  Probus  was  replaced  by 
130  feet  of  stoneware  pipes.  7  private  drains  were  reconnected  in 
the  course  of  the  work.  The  County  Council  made  a  contribution 
towards  the  cost. 

Approximately  200  yards  of  6"  sewer  extension  were  laid  at 
Perranporth  to  connect  the  camping  site  on  Liskey  Hill  with  the 
Council’s  sewerage  system. 

3.  Sewerage  Works. 

These  continue  to  be  attended  by  part-time  employees.  The 
standard  of  maintenance  is  usually  not  very  high,  as  might  be 
anticipated,  but  at  the  moment  it  is  difficult  to  find  a  practical, 
economic  alternative.  It  is,  however,  a  matter  which  I  feel  should 
be  borne  in  mind.  If  in  the  future  there  is  an  increase  in  permanent 
outdoor  staff,  it  may  be  this  work  could  be  done  by  part-time  labour 
from  that  quarter. 

4.  Public  Conveniences. 

Tenders  for  the  erection  of  Public  Conveniences  at  Veryan 
and  Portloe  were  approved,  and  work  commenced  on  both  sites 
before  the  end  of  the  year. 

5.  Cesspool  Emptying. 

355  cesspools  were  emptied  during  the  year.  This  compares 
with  310  in  1949,  and  256  in  1948 — the  first  complete  year  that  the 
newly  purchased  machine  was  in  use. 

The  cesspools  at  the  Chacewater  slaughterhouse  continue  to 
be  emptied  for  the  Ministry  of  Food  at  frequent  intervals,  and  on 
occasions  the  Cesspool  Emptier  has  been  lent  to  St.  Austell  U.D.C. 
for  work  in  their  District. 
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6.  Refuse  Goliection  and  Disposal. 

Regular  collections  of  refuse  are  made  throughout  the  district 
by  two  7  cubic  yard  Karrier  Bantams  and  a  10  cubic  ^^ard  Dennis, 
the  crew  of  one  of  the  Bantams  being  also  employed  on  the  Cesspool 
Emptier.  Approximately  15,434  cubic  yards  of  refuse  were 
collected  by  these  vehicles. 

Most  of  the  area  is  visited  weekly,  though  some  of  the  smaller 
hamlets  have  a  fortnightly  collection.  Occasional  requests  come 
in  for  collections  from  isolated  properties,  but  it  is  usually  found 
impossible  to  increase  our  already  heavy  commitments  in  this  way. 

Demands  on  this  service  increase  each  year  owing  largely  to 
the  progress  of  the  Council’s  new  housing  schemes,  but  also  to  the 
seasonal  influx  of  visitors  that  appears  t(;  grow  ever  greater. 

The  regular  overtime  now  worked  is  very  undesirable  and  the 
time  has  come  when  the  present  collecting  arrangements  should 
be  augmented. 

During  the  year  the  Council  decided  upon  a  policy  of 
controlled  tipping.  A  bulldozer  was  hired  to  tidy  up  and  coverb  of 
the  8  refuse  dumps  in  use,  and  three  of  them  have  since  been 
permanently  closed.  4'hose  now  in  use  are  regularly  looked  after 
and  are  generally  well  kept. 

7.  Rat  Destruction. 

One  whole-time  operator  is  employed,  and  motor  transport  is 
provided  for  his  use. 

In  addition  to  attention  to  individual  complaints,  systematic 
surveys  are  constantly  being  made  by  the  operator  in  various  parts 
of  the  District,  and  treatments  are  free  for  domestic  premises. 

The  Council’s  refuse  tips  and  sewerage  systems  receive  regular 
attention  and  treatment. 

During  the  year  1,197  premises  were  inspected  and  442 
treatments  were  carried  out.  Of  these  treatments,  38  were  in 
respect  of  business  premises,  and  40  on  Council  propert^o  The 
great  majority  of  the  cases  dealt  with  were  of  minor  infestations. 

8.  Swimming  Pools. 

Some  attention  has  been  given  to  1  privately  owned  swimming 
pool  used  by  visitors  on  holiday  in  the  District.  Samples  of  the 
water  have  been  taken  for  analysis,  and  advice  given  as  to  methods 
of  purification.  Improvements  were  made  by  the  owners  in  the 
course  of  the  year. 
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9.  Miscellaneous  inspections  carried  out  during  the  Year. 


Water  Supplies  ...  ..  66 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  15 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  5 

Premises  fumigated  ...  .  7 

Lengths  of  Drain  tested  ....  91 

Sewers  and  Drains  inspected  ..  62 

Cesspools  ...  ...  ...  45 

Sewerage  Works  ...  ..  8 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  16 

Refuse  Disposal  ...  ..  69 

Building  Byelaws  ...  ...  50 

Camping  Sites  ...  ...  17 

Rats  and  Mice  ...  ...  15 

Unclassified  Visits  ...  ...  125 


10.  Civil  Building  Licences. 

Under  Defence  Regulation  56A  the  following  licences  were 
issued  during  the  year  : — 

No.  Value 

Conversion  of  Existing  Buildings  into  Dwellinghouses  4  1,926 

Additional  Accommodation  ...  ...  ...  5  2,590 

Repairs  and  Reconditioning  ...  ...  ...  38  10,391 

Total  47  14,907 


Endeavour  is  made  by  interviewing  applicants,  and  by 
inspecting  the  premises  concerned,  to  see  that  urgent  cases  are  given 
priority.  As  the  demand  always  exceeds  the  licences  available 
within  the  monetary  ‘‘ceiling”  allocated  to  the  Council,  many  of 
those  who  wish  to  do  more  than  one  hundred  pounds  worth  of  work 
on  their  houses  must  unfortunately  remain  unsatisfied  for  lengthy 
or  indefinite  periods. 

11.  Plans  of  ^ew  Buildings. 

During  the  year  264  plans  for  the  erection  of  new  buildings,  or 
the  conversion  of  or  addition  to  existing  ones,  were  submitted  to  the 
Council.  54  plans  of  proposed  new  drainage  work  were  also 
dealt  with. 
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BNSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


l08  Cream 

At  the  end  of  the  year  59  premises  were  registered  as  places  in 
which  ice  cream  was  kept  for  sale,  and  of  these  30  were  registered 
in  the  year  under  review. 

There  is  a  strong  tendency  now  for  retailers  to  buy  their  ice 
cream  from  the  large  manufacturers,  either  in  bulk  or  prepacked 
ready  for  immediate  sale.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  only 
7  manufacturers,  4  using  the  heat  treatment  process  and  3  the 
cold  mix. 

112  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  the  Analyst’s 
reports  of  the  Methylene  Blue  tests  showed  them  to  be  graded 
as  follows : — 


Grade  I 
Grade  II 
Grade  III 
Grade  IV 


22 

27 

46 

17 


Sausages. 

2  premises  were  registered  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
1938,  for  the  manufacture  of  sausages. 


The  Council  adopted  new  Byelaws  with  respect  to  the  handling 
and  sale  of  food,  and  these  should  assist  in  securing  better  hygienic 
conditions  in  the  food  trade. 

50  inspections  of  food  premises  have  been  made,  and  advice 
given  when  conditions  are  found  to  be  un-satisfactory.  In  most 
cases  the  management  are  co-operative,  and  suggested  improvements 
are  willingly  carried  out.  For  the  best  results  in  this  field  experience 
has  shown  that  informal  talks  of  an  educational  nature  achieve  far 
more  with  the  individual  food  trader  than  written  notices. 
Unfortunately  this  takes  up  considerable  time,  and  the  very  limited 
number  of  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  makes  progress  in  this  important 
work  slower  than  one  would  like-  Indeed,  it  is  difficult  to  find  the 
time  for  sufficient  routine  inspections,  let  alone  a  comprehensive 
improvement  plan. 

Meat  Inspection. 

The  slaughterhouse  at  Chacewater  continues  to  be  used  by  the 
Ministry  of  Food  for  supplying  Truro  Rural  District  and  Truro  City, 
and  the  Council  employ  a  Meat  Inspector  solely  for  this  work. 
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Representations  by  the  Council  have  at  last  led  to  the 
installation  of  electric  light  throughout  the  building,  and  facilities 
for  handling  and  inspecting  the  meat  have  been  greatly  improved 
thereby. 


Carcases  inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

1,213 

456 

1,068 

4,369 

11 

Number  inspected 

1,213 

456 

1,068 

4,369 

11 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

29 

28 

16 

82 

5 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Not  Recorded 

16 

Not 

recorded 

7 

Tuberculosis  only. 

- 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

17 

44 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Not  Recorded 

The  following  have  been  voluntarily  surrendered  to  your 
Inspectors  and  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 


Canned  Plums 

41  lbs. 

Canned  Milk 

40  lbs. 

Canned  Meat 

170  lbs. 

Fish 

140  lbs. 

1  gallon  Apricot  Pulp 

Total  391  lbs. 

One  new  slaughterman’s  licence  was  issued  during  the  year, 
and  21  licences  were  renewed. 

Milk  Licences. 

The  following  licences  were  issued  : — 

Dealers  licences  to  retail  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  2 

Dealers  Supplementary  licences  to  retail  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  1 
Dealers  Supplementary  licences  to  retail  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  3 
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HOUSSNG 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwellinghousos  during  the  year 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ..  ...  ...  ..  133 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  397 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ..  ...  ,..  8 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ....  ...  ...  83 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service 
of  formal  notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority  or 
their  officers  ...  ...  ...  69 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  NIL 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices:  — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ..  NIL 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  1 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ..  3 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  1 
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(C)  Proceedings  under  Sections  1 1  and  13  of  the  Hous¬ 
ing  Act,  1936 : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

demolition  orders  were  made  ....  ...  NIL 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  demolition  orders  ..  ...  NIL 

4.  Overcrowding. 

New  cases  of  overcrowding  continue  to  be  found  from  time  to 
time,  but  it  is  not  always  possible  to  find  other  more  suitable 
accommodation.  The  temporary  houses  on  Trevellas  aerodrome 
have  been  found  useful  for  relieving  a  few  cases. 


5.  New  Housing. 


PARISH 

Completed 

Started 

Others  in 
course  of 
erection. 

Total  Completed  in 
post-war  period 

in  1950. 

in  1950. 

By  local 
authority 

By  private 
enterprise 

St.  Agnes 

— 

— 

— 

24 

2 

St.  Alien 

— 

6 

— 

— 

2 

Chacewater 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

St.  Clements 

— 

- - 

— 

4 

— 

Cubert 

8 

— 

— 

8 

1 

St.  Erme 

— 

— 

— 

4 

2 

Feock 

^ — 

— 

— 

22 

5 

Gerrans 

4 

6 

— 

8 

2 

Gwennap 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

St.  Just  in-Roselanc! 

8 

— 

4 

12 

8 

Kea 

6 

— 

— 

14 

3 

Kenwyn 

6 

8 

— 

6 

8 

Ladock 

8 

— 

— 

16 

1 

Mylor 

— 

— 

— 

24 

2 

Newly n  East 

(Mitchell) 

6 

12 

Perranarwortbal 

— 

— 

10 

. — 

2 

Perranzabuloe 

— 

— 

6 

15 

12 

Probus 

— 

— 

— 

6 

1 

Ruanlanihorne 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Tregoney 

— 

— 

— 

16 

— 

Veryan 

— 

— 

— 

6 

1 

,,  (Portloe) 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

46  26  26  205  52 
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All  of  these  are  of  the  traditional  type  with  the  exception  of  2 
at  Chacewater  and  the  6  at  Portloe. 

Only  1  private  enterprise  building  licence  was  issued  in  1950* 


6.  Requisitioned  and  Temporary  Houses. 

(a)  Requisitioned!  Houses 

118  private  houses  of  all  descriptions  were  under  requisition  on 
31st  December,  1950.  A  considerable  number  of  these  are  old 
cottages  and  their  repair  and  maintenance  is  no  light  task.  They 
have  been  of  valuable  h.elp  in  meeting  a  great  need,  but  as  the  worst 
of  these  properties  now  become  vacant  it  may  be  wise  if  considera¬ 
tion  can  be  given  (a)  to  their  release  to  owners,  or  (b)'  to  the 
possibility  of  acquiring  them  with  a  view  to  complete  reconditioning. 

During  the  year  under  review  1  more  house  has  been 
requisitioned,  and  13  houses  have  been  released  to  their  owners. 


(b)  Temporary  Houses. 

Oil  the  7th  September,  the  Official  Opening  of  the  Cameron 
Estate,  St.  Agnes,  took  place. 

This  was  a  large,  very  well  constructed  military  camp,  built 
during  the  war  on  the  cliffs  at  the  base  of  St.  Agnes  Ideacon,  and  it 
came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Council  that  the  Camp  was  to  be 
abandoned.  Representations  were  made  to  the  Minisiry  of  Health 
for  permission  to  acquire  it  for  housing  purposes  and  eventually  it 
was  transferred  to  the  Council  for  that  purpose. 

The  Estate  is  supplied  with  main  water  and  drainage,  electric 
light,  and  excellent  roads,  and  e\'ery  dwelling  on  it  will  be  provided 
with  a  hot  water  system,  tiled  fireplace  in  the  living  room,  and 
modern  sanitation.  Contracts  for  the  conversion  of  buildings  to 
house  20  families  were  signed,  and  before  the  end  of  the  year  the 
work  was  completed.  Flans  were  approved  for  a  second  scheme 
for  a  further  20  families. 
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Ultimately  accommodation  for  100  families  will  be  provided 
and  there  are  also  proposals  for  a  shop  and  places  of  worship  on 
the  Estate. 

At  Trevellas  Aerodrome  the  Council  house  11  families  in 
hutments  taken  over  and  converted  shortly  after  the  war.  The 
standard  of  accommodation  here  is  not  quite  so  high. 

7.  Rural  Housing  Survey. 

Insufficient  staff,  building  restrictions,  and  low  rents  coupled 
with  high  costs,  have  made  it  impracticable  to  make  any  noteworthy 
impression  on  the  grim  figures  relating  to  housing  conditions 
generally,  and  given  in  detail  in  last  year’s  Report.  Most  of  the 
1,138  houses  placed  in  Category  5  as  being  fit  only  for  demolition 
must,  unfortunately,  remain  in  service  as  dwellings.  Until  the 
problem  of  alternative  accommodation  can  be  solved,  it  seems  likely 
that  only  the  collapse  of  their  homes  will  enable  many  of  these 
families  to  gain  the  priority  for  the  better  houses  we  know  they 
should  have. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


PREMISES 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  1,2, 3, 4,  and  6  are  to 
be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities. 

38 

7 

— 

— 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

13 

— 

— 

— 

(iii)Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  out  -  workers' 
premises). 

— 

— 

Total 

51 

7 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

To  II.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of 
cleanliness 
(ST 

4 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Outwork. 


Nature  of 
work 

Section  110. 

Section  111. 

No.  of  out¬ 
workers  in 
August  list 
required  by 
Sect.  110(1) 
(c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecut¬ 
ions  for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

No.  of 
in. stances 
of  work  in 
unwhole¬ 
some 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

Wearing  Apparel 

6 

-  ■  — 

- 

- 

■ 

(Making,  etc. 

Cleaning  and 

washing) 

■ 

' 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  add  a  personal  note. 

This  is  my  first  Annual  Report.  It  records  results  of  twelve 
months  hard  work,  but  it  cannot  show  the  extent  of  the  assistance 
and  goodwill  of  the  Council,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  staff 
which,  nevertheless,  has  helped  so  much. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  th^t  some  day  we  may  have  a  third  Sanitary 
Inspector  on  the  staff.  Only  then  will  it  be  possible  to  carry  out  many 
of  our  responsibilities  as  completely  and  prom.ptly  as  I  would  wish. 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

A.  H.  BENNETT. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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